
GSR 103   
Lesson Plan – Spring 2013 

 
Instructor: Felicia Williams 

Classroom: SLCC 2304  
Email: Felica.williams@gallaudet.edu 

Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9:00am – 10:50am 
 

Date: Thursday, February 28, 2012  

Topic of discussion: Black ASL – discussing the perspectives of cultures and how to analyze the 
variations in ASL can impact in a language.  

Instructional Goals:  

 Students will be able to develop their knowledge through discussion and be able to 
identify the variations in ASL.  

 Students will be able to identify varied types of ASL through social interaction in 
classroom and outside of classroom.  

Course Outcome: 

 Introducing the linguistic features in ASL 
 Give specific examples of how to identify variations in ASL. 
 Demonstrate Academic ASL for their upcoming homework assignment 

Rationale:  

This is very significant part for the students who have strong ASL background to be able to 
identify the linguistic features in ASL. As throughout the discussion, the students will have the 
ability to learn how to analyze the signs that consist of linguistic features and be able to discuss 
in Academic ASL by providing an examples for varied signs. This will be beneficial for the 
students to achieve the Gallaudet University’s SLO (Student Learning Outcomes)  

Materials needed:  

 PowerPoint –  in PDF Format ( attached)  
 Video Resources:  

o ASL resource: ASLIZED.org - Black ASL 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=y7ooYqdEdUY (Black 
ASL, Dr. Joseph Hill)  

o Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pb6xT5XnvXY 
 	
  (Variations	
  of	
  Black	
  ASL	
  examples) 
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Objectives:  

• At the end of the course, students will be able to identify the linguistic features in ASL 
through their assignment and class activities. 

• At the end of the course, students will be able to demonstrate varied examples of variations 
in ASL.  

 

Lesson Sequence 

1. Sign the paper for Roll Call (Documentation Purpose) 
2. Create the question on Polleverywhere.com  

a) Additional description and PPT attached  
 

 
3. PowerPoint Lecture – slide (attached)  

a) Teacher will ask the students varied questions. 
i) What is Linguistic Features in ASL?  
 

 
 
Provide examples if necessary  

• Ask students what are the examples of signs for location, movement, handshape, 
palm orientation.  
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Location - If the students cannot think of examples – ask the students what is the 
difference between location (MOTHER vs. FATHER) answer: Forehead and chin 
(different location)  
Movement – what is the difference between this sign – DRY vs. DRYER ? Answer: 
repetition of the sign itself 
Handshape – sign for CAT – answer: hand shape of F vs. < handshape.  
Palm Orientation – CHILDREN VS. THING  -palm face down for children while it 
does the opposite for thing.  
 

4. Show PPT – slide 2 – (see attached) 

Black ASL Video  

Discuss about what they notice in the signs as they look through the video 

What signs did they notice?   

 

 

 

5. 10 Minutes – Activity (Interactive Learning & Student-Centered Instruction) 
a) Allow the students to have discussion.  
b) When the activity ends, please be sure the student share with the class of the signs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wrap – up 

Ask students what they have learned today related to variations in ASL.  

Why is it important to understand the variations in ASL? 

Review PPT for clarification if necessary. 
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Assignment 

Give the assignment – it’s on the PowerPoint (Video Assignment – Instruction)  and upload it to 
Mythread 

Assignment description: 

1. Think of five words/concepts (ice cream, chicken, whatever.....) 
-Go out and ask around the community, the goal being to find as many variations 
of these five signs as you can. 

Example: BIRTHDAY 
1. from Virginia  
2. from New Jersey  
3. from New York 
4. from California 
5. from Texas  

 
Example: TOWEL 

1. from Virginia  
2. from New Jersey  
3. from New York 
4. from California 
5. from Texas  

 
 

2. Share the important information to the students 
a) Record: While you may "record" other people's examples of	
  variation	
  in signs, it is 

generally a better practice for a written record of these signs. If you record other people 
and how they sign, be sure to remove it as soon as you're able to write down the signs for 
yourself. 

b) GLOSS: You also can choose to draw the sign or "GLOSS" it as opposed to recording 
people who you're asking, out of respect for them. Some people may feel uncomfortable 
being recorded, and if that is the case, be willing to comply and write down what they are 
signing instead. 
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Assessment tool 
Throughout the assessing the student’s performance and comprehension skills, the teacher will 
be using varied questions to engage student’s participation to see if they are learning the 
information. For the activity, the activity will be split into groups to encourage the students to 
work together as a team, and at the same time, the students in the group should assign roles.  For 
the academic video essay, there is rubric that is to be used to make sure that the students are 
following the expectations of the work itself.  
 

  


